The Fallen
May 24, 2009 — Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Memorial Day Sermon

Psalm 44:22%ea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the
slaughter.

This is the time of the year when we remember alleri, those who have died before us, those
who have gone on before and left us behind to carhe affairs of this world. We remember at
this time of the year those who have made the de¢@p@ressions on our lives. We take the time
to ponder their lives, their memories and their tabations to the world, especially their
contributions to our personal lives, impressiorat thill not easily go away.

In this message today we shall take a casual jgutoe/n the corridors of time to reminisce
some who have not only gone before us but manyhakie given their lives to guard the freedoms

that we have in this wonderful country of America.

As Americans We Remember

As Americans we can and must remember those whedayired and guarded our freedoms,
the freedoms that we take for granted every dagrhdps today we can stop long enough to
remember the price they paid, a debt they oweda lokgbt that we all owe: to protect our country’s
freedoms.

America has fought many battles and wars. It tondy interesting but proper to recount some
of the statistics concerning some of the warsdbatountry has fought. In our minds the memories

of Irag are most vivid. In that war 4,296 peopd@d died since March 19, 2003, 68 since Obama’s
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inauguration. The total wounded in that war stgmésently at 31,249.

Some of us can remember the days of the Vietnam Wathat war 58,196 lost their lives.
These names are listed on the Vietham MemoriabufB04,000 were wounded, and about 10,000
are still missing in action. Many of us watched thcessant slaughter on the TV from day to day
as the reporters fed the war into our homes. VWWaldiremember these dead.

The Vietnam War had many objectors; but despitet\@hgone may think of the war itself, we
still must remember the dead who died, not in vaut,for the purpose of protecting our country
from harm.

In World War I, the deadliest war ever fought lw gountry, approximately 416,800 military
soldiers died for the United States. We still knawd honor many who were in that war who are
living, and our appreciation and honor goes to theday and every day as we denote what they
have done for our country.

During that time, someone has counted 5,752,400leehed in the Holocaust. This is a very
conservative number. Many in our modern worldtar@g to forget the horrors of the Holocaust,
even to the extent that they try to disavow its éappening; but several still live who were olgect
of its cruel perils. The Holocaust should be &staminder of how horrible conditions can be under
dictatorial leadership. May God save this coufroyn dictatorial clutches. May we ever defend
our freedoms and guard our government with involetmand with knowledge so that our
government will never come to be ruled by a cruetadior.

Now we pass backward in time to World War I. latttvar 112,000 Americans died. Nearly
half of these died of disease. Few World War éxaats remain with us, but our memory still stands

burned in our minds of the stories that have bekhdf this terrible war.



When we go back to the Civil War we find that appmoately 620,000 people died in that war.
In that terrible war, families fought against onether, and North and South were separated. There
were brave men on both sides of this war, and Acadras both lost and benefitted from this war.
We are here today remembering all of these manglpadho have died in defense of our country

in one way or the other. These are our honored,deal they will be ever on our minds

As American We Remember These Many L ost
As Baptists We Remember

First of all we remember John the Baptist, who losthead as a result of preaching the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. He had a very short life, butifesvas full of the purpose of God and the glofy
God. He gave his life to God’s purpose. God $emtto baptize, and that is what he did. He
preached “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven isaadli This is the same sermon that the Lord
preached when he came on the scene a little lsa@r 3ohn. Jesus honored John when he said
concerning him, “Among them that are born of wortteare hath not risen a greater than John the
Baptist” (Matt. 11:11). He was a martyr for thertlo

Then we notice Stephen, a man full of faith andHbéy Spirit. He was the martyr mentioned
in Acts Chapter 6. He preached a sermon to thesBideaders concerning the history of Israel and
their turning from the truth of God and killed thphets and refused to recognize the deity of the
Lord, Jesus Christ, whom they crucified. They stbhim to death as he called out to the Heavenly
Father to receive his spirit.

In the book of Revelation Chapter 2, verse 13, @& rof a man called Antipas, whose only

reference in the Bible is that he was God’s failrtyr, killed for his faith. It is written of the



apostles that most if not all of them died a m&tgeath. They were determined to live for God and
to be servants of the Lord Jesus Christ.

When we read our Baptist history, we find people IMichael Satler, 1527 and Leonard
Schoener, 1528. We read of 150 Anabaptists staanpéace called Alzey in 1529, Cranmer and
others. Through their faith these martyrs have kepfaith of the Baptists going throughout these
2,000 years, and that faith will continue untiluieseturns. Take some time to read our Baptists
histories, and be thankful for all the great martyho give us resignation to keep up the work of

God in our day.

As Americans We Remember
As Baptist We Remember
As Church Members We Remember

We remember the many members of First Baptist Chwio have been faithful for many years
and who have now gone to be with the Lord. Thermmaries will last for many years; then their
memories will fade as new people come into thedthwho never knew them. But even then we
should remember their dedication and their lovetierLord and for his church.

A great number of people contributed their physiaslor in the building of this beautiful
building. Many also gave of their money and thestans to make this building possible. Many went
out on visitation to bring in prospective membeausg the church grew as a result.

God gave a great pastor, Bro. Charles Ashcraft, wdma stalwart of the faith and a wonderful
“people person.” Everyone loved Bro. Ashcraft, anehs privileged to be here and have much

fellowship with him before he died. If you met higou would not easily forget him.



In recent years we have lost people who have kagrful to First Baptist Church for many
years. Those of us who remember them will note&miget them. From time to time we mention
their names in memory of them and express our ajgtien for their dedication. Even Bro. Russell
Broughton, who thought he would never die, has goniee with the Lord and is enjoying the

blessings of Heaven.

As Americans We Remember

As Baptists We Remember

As Church Members We Remember
AsFamily We Remember

We remember our parents, that mother and fathertvelned us in the ways of the Lord; and
even if you did not have Christian parents, you rgiinember their love for you and their dedication
to give you the necessities of life. We visit thémough photographs, visiting the “home place,”
talking with those who knew them, reminiscing ab@egnts in our childhood, visiting their graves,
and working on family trees.

We remember sisters and brothers who have diedghtlens and sons who have died,
grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins who heagie @hese are for most of us fond memories,
and Memorial Day has been set aside for us to réyagrfirst of all our military dead, those who
gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country, thenmartyred saints who gave their lives for thétfai
the church members we have lost in death, andwnarfamilies who have gone on before us.

But what should this mean to each one of us heley® Should it not send a clarion call to each

one of us that death is inevitable? Should itgre¢ us pause to think about the consequences of



death? We should each notice the two principldsdawn in Heb 9:2°And asit is appointed unto

men onceto die, but after thisthe judgment: The first principle is that every is appointedite. As

we live our lives, we take little time to think aliaeath; however, the older we get the more we do
think about it. This principle can guide our liyegctating to us that we are living every day elos
to our death than the day before. If we can eeehgld of this principle as believers, we willdiv
our lives as if today might be our last day to Jligad our lives should be lived for the Lord every
day. The second principle is that after deathegidgment. Romans 14:12 tells us #vaty one

of usshall giveaccount of himself before God. If you are saved, you will stand before the Judgt
Seat of Christ. If you are lost, you will standdre the Great White Throne Judgment of God.
Either way, after death you will be judged. Fae tbst person, judgment will come in a horrible
way, since the lost will be judged according to dmsvorthy works in this life; and if he has not
repented of sins, he will perish. For the savied jaidgment will be, not to judge us as to whether
we are saved or not, but judged according to hovnawe followed the Lord in our lives here on
earth. Notice Heb 10:3tisafearful thing to fall into the hands of theliving God. Into the hands

of God is where each one of us will fall when we, diither for receiving the blessings of Heaven
or the eternal judgment of God on the sinner whehebwill eventually be cast into the Lake of Fire
which burns like brimstone.

But then how must we die? God already knows howwlledie, but we are kept in the dark
concerning the way in which we shall meet our demi§you have your wish as to how you were
to die, what would it be? 1 think it would be bé&sit each of us to just leave it in the hands ef th
Lord and not worry about that part of our life.

That is, of course, if you are saved by God’s grdtgou are not saved, have never been born



again, have never believed in Jesus Christ aspensonal Savior, then you have much to think
about. You must know that you are a sinner, sstite nature of every person to be a sinner. You
must know that God requires payment for sin antlythia cannot pay for your own sin except to pay
for it in eternity in punishment forever. You musalize that Jesus Christ has come to the earth fo
the express purpose of dying for the sins of pelifgeyou and me. He lived a perfect life and then
went to the cross to suffer for sins. When heesetf on the cross, his Father put upon him my sins,
and he suffered there for my sins, the just foru@st. | should have died there myself, but Sesu
died in my place. When he had paid for my sinsfanthe sins of everyone who would ever believe
and trust in him, he gave up the ghost; he diednaaglburied and placed in a tomb. Then on the
third day after his death, he resurrected, camke tedde. This brought power to the believer. Pau
says in Phil. 3:10hat I may know him, and the power of hisresurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

This is the concept for each of us today, the cpihakthe substitutionary death of Jesus Christ.
If Jesus had not died for our sins, then we woeltdpelessly lost. No one can be saved on his own
merit or work. Jesus must be our intercessor . Gesus said in John 14#&us saith unto him,
| am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. This gives us the
exclusive means by which we can have eternalrifkesus Christ. No one can come to God except
through Jesus Christ and his death.

As we remember those who have gone before uss letmember them through the message of
the Gospel. Let us remember that we, too, willehevwalk through the valley of death soon and
that without Jesus Christ as our personal Savienwauld be of men most miserable.

Today, if you have never been born again, comesas) Christ by faith and trust him as your



personal Savior. Believe that he died in your @lae the cross, was laid in a tomb, and resurrected
the third day for your justification. You will lsaved immediately and eternally. Then you can take
up your cross and follow Jesus. This will be yoammitment for the rest of your life. Submit
yourself to scriptural baptism, thereby making jpulglonfession of your sins and becoming a
member of a local church so you can serve the roahd through that church to his honor and
glory.

How much more honor could we give to our dead tloaremember their faith in Christ and
make that faith our own by repentance and faitdasus Christ? Can we all leave here today
knowing that we have eternal life in Jesus Chrigt&ke it so today in your own heaiBelieve on

the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved (Acts 16:31).



