The Times of the Gentiles
“Now is the Time” #7 — Pastor Ronnie Wolfe
Luke 21:1-36
. PRECURSORSTO THE END

| am taking my text today from Luke 21:24, whersdys And they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into all natipand Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fleldl

We find here that there is a time predicted whenJgwish people will be trodden down of the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be fudiill For that reason, and before we go into a
consideration of what these times are and how thlge to our subject, we need to see what
precedes, or what are the precursors, of the tirtteecend.

In doing this we need to go back and look at thigre chapter to see the progression of events
that take place from the time the Lord is speakimgmessage until he comes again. By doing this
| hope for us to see the urgency of our seeingtiieof the Gentile period and a great and serious
looking forward to the coming of our Lord from heavto take us from this world and place us in

his presence where we shall be eternally.

TheWorth of Money. (Luke 21:1-5) Firstin this chapter we see tlogtivof money. The Jews

had a wonderful and beautiful temple, its buildigijgering with stones and gifts. That building
must have been something to admire while walkingelogn at a long distance. As Jesus and his
disciples would travel perhaps down from the MaafrDlives, they could readily see the buildings
of the temple and their marvelous structural beauty

In the minds of the Jews, this was not only thetrbeautiful building in the world, but it was



the most important building in the world. They haat much money, time and work into the
building of these edifices to what they thought weesglory of God. They were pleasing God with
their sacrifices in gifts to the temple. Jesusyéwer, takes their minds from the buildings of the
temple and onto the heart when he says that tthysHad put in her two mites, and Jesus said that
she had put in more than they all because it veam frer heart and from her poverty that she put it
in. She loved the Lord more that the Pharisamaklwvho were giving out of their abundance, while
this poor widow had given her entire living.

Many today adorn their ministries with many finerad impress the masses of people with their
beautiful and functional buildings. They gloathatv the Lord has given them so much and has
“blessed the ministry.” But how much of this ierin the heart? Many churches today are run as one
would run a business. Groups are in competitidh wine another. One tries to outdo another.

The Lord’s purpose in these verses is to get ondsand attention off the physical and onto the

spiritual. Physical buildings are good, but tharhenust be pure before God.

TheWaning of the Temple. (Luke 21:6-7) With their hearts deeply entrerthrethe beauty

of the buildings of the temple, Jesus gives a solemrning. He predicts that there will not be one
stone upon another but that the temple will bewirdown.

When the disciples asked him to give more detaibiathese things and when they shall come
to pass, the Lord gave them a detailed descriptiovhat was to happen after He left the earth and
the description of events right up until he comgaim

The Lord mentions three specific tribulations resée continues His discourse to the disciples.

Let us look at each one and then bring in the thbagout the times of the Gentiles.



Tribulation of theWorld. (Luke 21:8-11). This is a tribulation that wabme upon the world

and depicts the very nature of the world and ite gwilosophy. The world has its messiahs, and
it will introduce their messiahs to its constituenT he world will try to mimic Christianity, becsel
there is much money to be made in the world thraafiious means. They will introduce their one
or more Christs, and they will have many who walldw their pernicious ways.

It is a sad thing when those who profess to believlesus Christ turn away from the churches
of the Lord and teach another gospel, but it iy desturbing when the world itself gets involved in
their mimic of Christianity for worldly gain. Jespredicts that this will happen, and it has hapden
on a large scale in our country and in the world.

Wars and rumors of wars are a part of this preah¢tioo. War or a threat of war has been in our
world ever since anyone can remember. This isthestvay of the world. We all hate war, and
many peace treaties have been signed with all gdedtions, but there will always be war. This
is the tribulation of the world. Nation shall riggainst nation and kingdom against kingdom.

Other features of world tribulation are earthquakasines and pestilences. We all have had
either a direct or an indirect connection with dise, earthquakes or some other pestilence. He
speaks here about signs from heaven. These asealrthings happening in the heavens such as
the meteor showers that have happened in the gashwscared everyone practically to death,
comets which seem to bewitch the viewers and tritiggr mysterious side. These will come upon

the world until the times of the Gentiles be fudfd.

Tribulation of the Saints. (Luke 21:12-19). In these verses we find thatworld itself will

persecute the saints of God. Daniel 723 he shall speak [great] words against the maghiH



and shall wear out the saints of the most High, gnmtk to change times and laws: and they shall
be given into his hand until a time and times areldividing of time.

Saints of God, or believers, will actually be areelsand persecuted, brought before the legal
courts for their faith in Jesus Christ and theactangs of the truth. 50,000,000 men, women, boys,
and girls were slaughtered in the Dark Ages forrttadth in Jesus Christ.

But our standing strong at a time like this willdbgood testimony for us and for the truth of God
and our faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. If weenthat “divine nature” Peter speaks of, we will@av
no need to study what to say. Our testimony vélhterely “yea and nay.” It will be a beneficial
praise to God and a testimony to our enemies.

Saints will be betrayed by their own families (1@l men will hate the saints of God if we
stand for the name of Christ. But not a hair affeead will perish. It is hopeful to know that tee
is a possibility that | will actually have hair ieaven.

Two things he tells Christians to do during thiseiof tribulation. First, in verse 14, he says to
be “settled.” Be assured of what God will give yowsay as an answer concerning your faith. We
are to be settled in the truth.

Second, we are to be “patient” according to veBselt patience we are to posses our souls, or
be assured in our souls that God will have theyghoid will deliver us in the end, when the times

of the Gentiles will be fulfilled.

Tribulation of the Jews. (Luke 212:20-24). We owe a lot to the Jews.eyThave been a

downtrodden people since their beginning. It sedr@svhole world has been out to destroy them



ever since they began to exist. In these versdmae@nother tribulation that is coming on these
New Testament Jews.

A time will come, Jesus says, that Jerusalem valtbmpassed or surrounded by armies. In
Matthew 24:15 he calls these armies the Abominatibiesolation spoken of by Daniel the
prophet.

Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant witéiny for one week: and
in the midst of the week he shall cause the seer#nd the oblation to cease,
and for the overspreading of abominations he sinalke [it] desolate, even

until the consummation, and that determined shallpoured upon the

desolate.

This abomination speaks of the armies of Romeasdphproached and surrounded Jerusalem.
They came into Jerusalem and plummeted it to disnland Jesus was correct that not one stone
was left upon another in the temple.

Notice Daniel saysd@nd the overspreading of the abominations he shake it desolate, even
until the consummation ...." This refers to the desolation of the Jewish metihat will come after
its destruction in 70 AD by the Roman armies. Eha@bominations will last “until the
consummation,” or until Jesus comes again.

In our text, in Luke 21:21, Jesus now speaks ofdistruction of Jerusalem, a very strong
tribulation for the Jews, and tells them to fle¢hte mountains being sure to leave Jerusalem. He
gives warning in verse 29 for those who are cagrvinborn children, that their journey will be slow
and hard. There will be wrath upon this people ews). They will fall, says verse 24, by thesedg
of the sword and will be led away captive intoradtions of the world.

These precious Jews were destroyed in mass, agel Wi remained were sent to every nation



under heaven, and these Jewish people remain thidilday. Yes, some have gone back to
Jerusalem; but even now statistics tell us thatthgrity of the occupants of Jerusalem are nosJew
but Gentiles.

Many nations have trodden down the Jews sincet@st took place. They have been hated by
most nations and have been suppressed in theitstifdive in peace even in their own land. Even
though they have made great contributions to seiditerature, mathematics, etc, they have been
trodden down as a people who are considered a ityiamd have been hated by their own blood
relation in other countries. Despite this, becahsg are God’s people, they have overcome and
have shown great courage and ingenuity in all asEaducation and practice. God is still blessing
them.

The sad part of this is that they will be troddemvd until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.
In Paul’s time, he turned from his own people,ibess, to preach the gospel to the Gentiles. The
Jews by and large rejected their Messiah and rexddaithful to those symbols and types which
picture his coming. They are now looking for amrtMessiah to come and deliver them from this
world suppression just as they did at the timeseame as their Messiah.

So, now what are these “times of the Gentiles” thike is speaking of here? We could go all
the way back to the time of Babylon when Danielphrecies and wrote his book and say that the
times of the Gentiles was first exposed to us hy. hHe speaks of four major world powers in the
visions. He speaks of Babylon, Persia, Greecdranmde. These are all Gentile powers, and they
dominated over Israel for a time.

But it seems to me that Jesus is putting thiserctintext of the destruction of Jerusalem, which

happened about 70 AD. Jesus said in Matthew 2B&&ld, your house is left unto you desalate



The Spirit of God, which had so wonderfully and awsulously come to the temple in the Old
Testament has now left the temple, and it is withba power of God and sanction of the Holy
Spirit.

Since the Jews rejected the true Gospel of Jesust @hen ‘he came unto his own, and his own
received him ngt what use is a temple. Since Jesus Christ Habdd through his life and death
all the types in the temple, what use is a tempany say that the temple of God will be rebuilt in
Jerusalem one day. That could very well happehwbat purpose would it have? What good
would it be? It was only a type of the coming Maksand the Messiah is here and has gone to
heaven, we are saved by his redeeming blood, aratevassured for heaven. Why do we need a
temple to foreshadow that which has already come?

This period of the times of the Gentiles is thedifrom the rejection of the Jewish types and
acceptance of the anti-type, Jesus Christ, to timeing of Jesus again from heaven. So this
persecution, this tribulation upon the Jews wititwoue until Jesus comes again. When Jesus comes
from heaven and appears to us, that will be tHélfoént of the times of the Gentiles.

Now from Romans 11 we find that there is a fulnefsthe Gentiles and a fulness of the Jews.
In verse 12 Paul speaks of the fulness of the Jdven he speaks of them as not being cast away
by God. He says in Romans 11:Nbw if the fall of them [be] the riches of the whrand the
diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; much more their fulne8s

Then in verse 25 he speaks of the fulness of tleilég in the same wording that Luke uses in
our text for today. He says in Romans 11R% | would not, brethren, that ye should be ignara
of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your oanteits; that blindness in part is happened to

Israel, until the fulnesef the Gentiles be come in.



The fulness of the Jews comes in when the lastqdilylew who will trust Jesus Christ has done
so, when that last Jewish man, woman, boy or gjiolorn again by the grace of God through faith
in Jesus Christ.

At the same time, when the last Gentile who wikretrust Jesus Christ comes into the fold of
God by faith in Jesus Christ, that will be the faida of the Gentiles. After that, there will be no

opportunity for salvation. Now is the acceptedaimith God; today is the day of salvation.

. PROPHECIESOF THE END

Now in closing | would like to briefly address whHappens after the close of this present age
according to our text. Look now at Luke 21:25-Rjch read. This is the precious coming of our
Lord. After this long and enduring tribulationtbe Jews, Jesus will come. After the tribulatibn o
the Gentiles, Jesus will come. .

Matthew 24:29Immediately after the tribulation of those dayslktie sun be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light, and the stamldall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
shall be shaken: 30 And then shall appear the of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see€Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. 31 And he shall send higeds with a great sound of a trumpet, and they
shall gather together his elect from the four winfdsm one end of heaven to the other.

| am looking for his coming. | am looking for thienes of the Gentiles to be fulfilled. | am
looking for the fulness of the Jews to come. llaaking for the fulness of the Gentiles to come in.
When that happens, the trials of this world areegdime burdens and sorrows of our hearts will be

lifted; all wars are done, not even a rumor of vedirjustice will be meted out as only God can do;



and you and | who are saved will live forever ia gresence of our Lord and enjoy the beauties and
bountiful blessings of eternity with Jesus Christ.

This message is for Jews and Gentiles alike. We ave sinned against a holy God, and we
both alike need a Redeemer. Jesus Christ is themmdiator between God and men. He is the true
and holy God. He is the only Savior of lost meonven, boys and girls.

All of the things which set the stage for the expace of the Lord’s imminent coming were
fulfilled in that very generation. In that veryrggation, people were to look for his coming. They
were to have an expectant heart. They were tods/éhough Jesus were coming today. That
generation did not pass away until all of thedmutations were experienced. But Jesus still has no
come. We are to wait with patience and live asi¢iiohe were coming today, which he may.

Lost sinner, you must turn, whether Jew or Gentléhe Savior, Jesus Christ and trust him for
salvation and for eternal life. May Got touch ydweart today to look to him for your soul’s

salvation.



